Activity

The Colours of Boucher

The Rising of the Sumnd The Setting of the Sun
painted by Francois Boucher in 175

Francgois Boucher is one of the most influential French painters of the 1700s. This pair of monumental paintings
are on display at the Wallace Collection, which holds the most important collection of his paintings in the world.

Francois was the son of another painter, Nicolas Boucher, who probably

taught him how to paint. He also worked with another famous French

artist called Fran-ois Le Moyne, who became King Lou
leading painter. In fact, Boucher worked with a lot of famous artists and

even taught JearHonoré Fragonard, who painted one of the Wallace

Coll ectionds mostrhefSwimppous wor ks call ed

These two paintings,7he Rising of the Sumnd The Setting of the Sun,
show how light and colour change during the day. In Greek and Roman
legend, the god Apollo created day and night. In his sunrise painting on
the left, Boucher has depicted Apollo getting ready to ride his fiery Bouchero6s style influenc
chariot across the sky, bringing light to the world. In his sunset painting French art called Rococo. Rococo paintings
on the right, Boucher depicts Apollo on his return, with his chariot often use light, pastel colours and lots of
) : : ) ) . . figures, foliage and fabric to create drama.
disappearing into the sea, taking the light of day with it. In both paintings,
other gods, goddesses and sea spirits surround Apollo, creating two scenes
packed with dramatic movement.

What do you think about Boucherés paintings and what
Investigate this painting further with our looking and thinking activity below.



