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Course Description 
 

Travel back to 18th- and 19th-century Lucknow, when the North Indian city was at the 
height of courtly culture and artistic excellence. A crossroads for artists, artisans and 
wealthy elites, the city developed its own distinctive identity rooted in cultural exchange 
and exquisite craftsmanship. Through close looking at dazzling art and architecture from 
Lucknow, we’ll explore the rise and fall of the ruling family who asserted their authority 
through artistic patronage. 
 
Led by world experts in conjunction with our Swords of Lucknow display, take this unique 
opportunity to be introduced to this cosmopolitan powerhouse through a diverse range of 
art forms. 

 
 

 
 

https://www.wallacecollection.org/whats-on/exhibitions-displays/swords-of-lucknow/


 
Session One: The History of Lucknow 
 

Our journey will begin with an exploration of the city’s history through the lens of its 
architecture. We’ll learn how art, architecture and extravagant personalities combined in 
a short-lived post-Mughal kingdom to produce a unique blend of Indo-European culture. 
Lucknow was extensively looted after the Great Uprising of 1857-58. Consequently, any 
treasures that survive today are of particular interest and importance. 

 
 

Session Two: The Decorative Arts and Arts of the Book 
 

In our second session we’ll discover the art of courtly Lucknow that flourished in the 18th 
and 19th centuries, influenced by the Nawabs of Awadh and the patronage of several 
illustrious British and European residents affiliated with the court. From calligraphy, 
decorative arts and portraiture to sumptuously illustrated manuscripts, you’ll learn about 
the cross-cultural influences that informed local artists and resulted in a distinctive new 
Awadhi style. 

 
 

Course Tutors 
 

Dr Rosie Llewellyn-Jones is a Council member of the Royal Asiatic Society. She has 
written numerous articles and books on colonial India and was awarded an MBE in 2015 
for services to the British Association for Cemeteries in South Asia (BACSA) and British 
Indian studies. 
 
Dr Malini Roy is the Head of Visual Arts at the British Library. She is a specialist on the art 
of Lucknow and has written extensively on Indian paintings from the 16th through to the 
19th centuries. 

 
 

Joining Information and Format 
 

This course will be taught through Zoom Webinar. Each course session duration is 120 
minutes, including a five-minute break and time for Q&A with the tutor. 
 

Tickets are for all dates. Ticket holders will be emailed the Zoom link, Webinar ID and 
Passcode 24 hours in advance of the first course session, which should be retained for 
accessing all sessions of the course.

 
 

Course Recording 
 

This course will be recorded. Within 48 hours of each course session, ticket holders will 
be emailed a link to view the recording, which will be available for two weeks.

 

http://www.zoom.us/support

