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                          Jan Steen, The Village Alchemist, early 1660s (detail) 

 
 

Course Description 
 
 

Discover the immediate influences of Caravaggio’s revolutionary paintings on artists in 
Italy and beyond. Some Caravaggisti --- a term used for those 17th-century artists who 
embraced his style within their work --- knew Caravaggio directly, whilst others only knew 
of him. Dr Sarah Pearson will reveal how, further afield, Caravaggio’s style was 
transmitted through intermediary artists which often obscured its origins altogether. 
Characterised by a sense of theatre and drama, light effects and unidealised realism, we’ll 
learn how Caravaggio’s dynamic work had a profound effect on artistic production not 
only in his home country, Italy, but across western Europe.

 
 
 
 



 
 

Session One 
 

We’ll begin by examining the immediate impact of Caravaggio’s work within Italy as a 
number of artists embraced his technique. Artists we’ll consider include Mario Minniti, 
who also modelled for Caravaggio, and the fêted Artemesia Gentileschi. We’ll learn how 
Caravaggio’s flight to Naples in 1606 brought his style to a territory under the control of 
the Spanish crown, and led to the development of a notable school of the Neapolitan 
Caravaggisti. 

 
 

Session Two 
 

In our second session, our focus will move beyond Italy to examine the impact of 
Caravaggio’s style in Spain, France and the Low Countries. We’ll learn how in each 
country, there were artists who embraced elements of Caravaggio’s technique, but 
blended these aspects with local artistic traditions to produce a variety of fascinating 
paintings. Included in our exploration will be works by Jan Steen and Philippe de 
Champaigne, both of whom now feature in the Wallace Collection.

 
Course Tutor 
 

Dr Sarah Pearson is an architectural historian with specialist interest in the architecture of 
the European Renaissance and in the use of architecture to promote specific ideological 
or sociological principles. The subject of Sarah’s PhD, from the University of Reading, was 
the architect, Francesco di Giorgio Martini, on whom she has published articles and 
contributed to the book, Reconstructing Francesco di Giorgio Architect (Peter Lang, 2011). 
Sarah has enjoyed teaching and lecturing at universities and adult education institutions 
on a variety of art and architectural subjects since 2001 and is currently employed as a 
teaching associate at the University of Cambridge, Professional and Continuing 
Education. Sarah retains active research interests in Italian art and architecture with 
particular reference to the rise of Fascism and its expression through Italian design.

Joining Information and Format 
 

This course will be taught through Zoom Webinar. Each course session duration is 120 
minutes, including a five-minute break and time for Q&A with the tutor. 
 

Tickets are for both dates. Ticket holders will be emailed the Zoom link, Webinar ID and 
Passcode 24 hours in advance of the first course session, which should be retained for 
accessing both sessions of the course.

 
 

Course Recording 
 

This course will be recorded. Within 48 hours of each course session, ticket holders will 
be emailed a link to view the recording, which will be available for two weeks.

 

http://www.zoom.us/support

